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Below you will find step by step instructions on how to paint metal wire mesh.

OVERVIEW

Experience Required: Beginner

Tools Required: Protective Gloves, Spray Paint, Wire Cutters

Materials Required: Cardboard/Old Newspaper, Welded Wire Mesh

Step 1) Prepare the Work Area

Lay out a discardable piece of cardboard to simplify cleanup.

Collect all required tools and materials.

Pick your desired mesh colour and select compatible spray paint.
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Step 2) Trim the Wire Mesh

Use wire cutters to trim the mesh to your desired dimensions.

Wear protective gloves to avoid cuts from sharp edges.

Step 3) Apply Spray Paint

Follow instructions on the spray paint can.

Apply an even coat of paint over the wire mesh.
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Step 4) Paint the Reverse Side

Flip the mesh and apply another even layer of spray paint.

Step 5) Allow to Dry

Let the painted wire mesh dry completely.

Congratulations, you’re finished!
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Tips and Tricks for Painting Wire Mesh

Opt for spray paint that is designed for metal surfaces to ensure better adhesion and durability.

Paint in a well-ventilated area or outdoors to avoid inhaling fumes.

Apply several light coats of paint rather than one heavy coat to prevent drips and ensure even

coverage.

Allow ample drying time between coats to achieve a smooth finish.

Test the spray paint on a small section of the wire mesh to see how it adheres before committing to

the entire piece.

Dos and Don’ts for Painting Wire Mesh

Do:

Always wear gloves and a mask to protect yourself from paint fumes and sharp edges.

Ensure the wire mesh is clean and free of dust or grease before painting.

For better paint adhesion, consider applying a metal primer before painting.

Spray in a consistent, even motion to avoid streaks and clumps.

If painting outdoors, choose a day with mild weather and low humidity.

Don’t:

Avoid handling or moving the mesh before it is completely dry to prevent smudges.

Never spray paint in confined areas without proper ventilation.

Skipping the preparation steps can lead to poor paint adhesion and an uneven finish.

Holding the spray paint can too close to the mesh can result in drips and runs.

Cover surrounding areas with newspapers or a drop cloth to prevent overspray from damaging other

surfaces.

Further reading

How To Cut Wire Netting: A guide to cutting wire mesh of different thicknesses.

DIY Wire Mesh Lamp Shade: Learn how to create a lamp shade, using painted wire mesh.
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